






BREAKOUT 5
E211

TOOLS & TACTICS FOR IMPLEMENTING 
HIGH-QUALITY WORK-BASED LEARNING 

Heather Penczak, Education Systems Center at 
NIU; Kim Kuchenbrod, Vermilion Advantage; Kris 
Noble, Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce

Interested in empowering young people through 

work-based learning? Illinois has a powerful 

framework for high-quality, intensive work-based 

learning called Career Development Experiences 

(CDE), and the newly-released CDE Toolkit and 

online resources provide valuable guidance on 

how to establish and implement a CDE program. 

Participants will engage directly with CDE Toolkit 

resources and map out how they might develop 

new practices or enhance current programs to 

provide work-based learning experiences that 

help the youth they work with explore careers 

and develop valuable skills.

BREAK 

FLASH TALK

IMPLEMENTING A TEACHER PATHWAY 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL THROUGH COLLEGE 
& BACK TO YOUR DISTRICT
Linda Thorson, Rolling Meadows High School

District 214 launched its Educator Prep program 

in 2016 with the goal of developing the next 

generation of accomplished educators. Students 

experience a sequence of courses and hands-on 

learning developed in cooperation with 

community partners across primary, secondary, 

and postsecondary education. High school 

students dive in as early as freshman year and 

over time have the opportunity to teach, receive 

early college credit and professional 

development, and potentially work in local 

schools after college graduation.

TAKING STOCK
Day 1 Recap & Day 2 Preview 

Join us in taking stock of what we have learned 

so far and reflecting on how we can apply our 

new knowledge and techniques to our 

communities’ progress toward the 60 by 25 goal. 

We will also look ahead to the exciting content 

and activities in store for Day 2.

RECEPTION FEATURING
ELGIN YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA & 
LOCAL STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
Abril Gomez and Christopher Lopez, Streamwood 
High School; Hayley Alcantar, U-46; Amy 
Hernandez Central High School

8:00 - 9:00AM BREAKFAST & NETWORKING

WELCOME BACK
Recap of Day 1

FLASH TALK

SOMETHING SIMPLE
Small Changes for Big Impact
Jahmal Cole, My Block, My Hood, My City

When the challenges facing our communities 

can feel overwhelming, what can be done? Even 

simple, small actions can dramatically change 

the trajectory of young people and put them on 

a path to success. We can all take direct action 

on creating a safer and more interconnected 

community. Jahmal Cole will challenge us all to 

consider, “What’s something simple you can do 

that will have a positive impact on your block?” 

BREAK

LEADING FOR EQUITY
Interactive Workshop and Team Time 
Julie Koenke, ConnectED National

This interactive plenary workshop will focus on 

effective practices of high-functioning 

leadership and governance teams and strategies 

to ensure we’re using an equity lens to improve 

outcomes for all students. This will empower 

conference attendees with actionable tools to 

take home and apply in their communities, and 

help teams get clear on ways to improve their 

work.

CLOSING & LUNCH

We will come together one final time to reflect 

on two days of learning and look ahead as we go 

forth as agents of change. Boxed lunches are 

provided for participants to eat on site or take 

with them.
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WEDNESDAY

4:50 - 5:10
Dining Room

5:10 - 5:30
Dining Room

5:30 - 7:30
Atrium

4:40 - 4:50

**All sessions on Day 2 will take place in the Dining Room**

9:00 - 9:10

9:20 - 9:40

9:40 - 9:55

9:55 - 12:00PM

12:00 - 12:45

@advanceillinois @EdSystemsNIU @ISACFinAid

ILLINOIS 60 BY 25 NETWORK

To support communities to increase meaningful 
and equitable postsecondary attainment and 
civic engagement. 

ORGANIZERS

GOAL
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